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Periodontal Charting – Guide 
This section describes the recording of detailed periodontal examinations. For information about 
recording the Basic Periodontal Examination (BPE), see Basic Perio Exam. 
 

Periodontal charting is different to dental charting in R4 - suggested treatment plan items are not 
generated by R4 as a result of charting particular periodontal conditions. The production of a treatment 
plan for periodontal treatment is described below. 
 
In R4 periodontal charting, six-point probing is used for most readings. Pocket Depth and Free Gingival 
Margin can be recorded with an electronic pocket measuring (EPM) probe, connected to your computer. 
For information about calibrating the probe, see Tools Menu. 
 

Plaque and Bleeding charting – First Use Help 

This help prompt will be shown the first time a user goes into the Periodontal chart. This will have a link to 
more help on how to use the new chart if required. If this help is not needed in the future then put a tick into 
the box where it says “Do not tell me about this again”. This is shown on a per user basis the 1

st
 time this 

screen is accessed. 
 

 

The Periodontal Chart Tools and Layout  

 The main area of the periodontal chart is described in this picture. 
 

mk:@MSITStore:C:\Program%20Files\Kodak%20Dental%20Systems\KODAK%20R4%20Clinical+\R4.chm::/Basic_Perio_Exam.htm
mk:@MSITStore:C:\Program%20Files\Kodak%20Dental%20Systems\KODAK%20R4%20Clinical+\R4.chm::/Tools_Menu.htm
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Recording Tool Bar  

This is used to start a new chart and to record the scores for the Pocket Depth, FGM, MGJ, Furcation, 
Mobility, Bleeding and Plaque. 
 

Index Tool Bar  

Click one of the buttons in this toolbar to choose the index to record. The button that looks “pushed in” 
indicates the index being shown and charted in the graphical chart. 
 

Recording Pointer  

 
This shows the point for which you are currently recording readings. The Pointer will 
by default always start from the UR and will auto-advance Right to Left on the Buccal 
Surface of the Upper Jaw, then go to the Palatal Surface on the Upper Jaw and move 
Left to Right, It then goes to the Lingual Surface on the Lower Jaw and moves Right 
to Left, from there it goes to the Buccal Surface on the Lower Jaw and moves Left to 
Right. 
 
The direction the arrow moves is as if you are looking into the patient’s mouth not the 
direction on the screen. 
 

 

There are other ways to move around the chart by choosing one of the following. 
 

1. Using the single arrow buttons on the Recordings toolbar will change the 
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direction the pointer moves. The single arrow with the gray background is 
always set has default and will move around the chart has described 
above. The three arrows at the bottom will always be selected. 

 

a. To change the direction in which the pointer moves, click onto the 
single arrow to the left, “the 1 that has a black background”. This will 
move the arrow in the opposite direction on each surface. 
 

b. If moving around the chart in a different direction then the default, the 
surface must be selected first then click on the single direction arrow. 
 

c. To move the pointer from the UL to the UR on the Buccal or the LL to 
the LR on the Lingual Surfaces. First selected where to start, and 
then click onto the Left hand single arrow, the background will go 
gray. The pointer will automatically move from left to right. 
 

d. To move the pointer from the UR to the UL on the Palatal Surface or 
the LR to the LL on the Buccal Surface the select where to start, and 
then click onto the single arrow on the Left, the background will go 
gray. The pointer will automatically move from right to left. 
 

2. Clicking on a tooth image to move the pointer anywhere on the graphical 
chart.  
 

3. Type the number then the enter key to move to the next pocket. Making 
sure the surface and direction has been selected first. The pointer will 
automatically move to the next surface in the direction selected. 
 

 

Recording Grid  

This grid shows all readings for all indices, for one periodontal examination. It is automatically scrolled to 
show the tooth where the recording pointer is positioned. In some cases, the reading shown on the 
graphical chart may not be visible in the grid. You can scroll vertically, or resize the grid to make more 
room by dragging the “split bar” between the graphical chart and the grid. The side of the tooth for which 
indices are shown is indicated at the top left corner of the grid. Readings for the other side of the tooth are 
shown in the bottom half of the grid, after a blank line. 
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Starting Charting 
To start periodontal charting, open the Chart window for the appropriate patient, and choose Periodontal 
Charting Tab.  
 
If this is your first use of periodontal charting today for the current 
patient, then press the Chart Button 

 
 

Then click on to the icon with the + sign on the toolbar to start charting. 

  

Charting  

After the start charting icon has been clicked on the numbers for that index is shown to allow you to record 
the scores. 
 

Six Point Pocket 
Chart 

  
 
To record a Six Point Pocket Chart click onto the pocket icon on the index tool bar. The 
Recording tools will change to show the numbers used to record the pocket depth. 

 

 
The Pocket depth are recorded in mm, Red lines indicate readings over 5 mm. on the chart, and the 
pocket depth will also be recorded in the grid at the bottom of the chart by tooth number and surface. 
 

 
 

 
 

Free Gingival Margin  
 

 
 
To record the Free Gingival Margin click onto the FGM icon on the index tool bar. The 
Recording tools will change to show the numbers used to record the FGM, where the 
default position of the FGM differs by 1 mm. 

 

 
Negative values show the gum in a swollen or inflamed state; positive numbers indicate gingival 
recession. 
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The sum of the pocket depth and FGM indices is shown by R4 as a derived index called” attachment”. R4 
has facilities for comparing attachment between two periodontal examinations for the same patient. 
 

Mucosal Gingival 
Junction 

 
 
To record the Mucosal Gingival Junction click onto the MGJ icon on the index tool bar. 
The Recording tools will change to show the numbers used to record the MGJ. 

 
 
The MGJ is recorded in mm and is shown by a Green line in the chart and by numbers in the grid below. 
 

 
 

 
 

Furcation 

 
 

 
To record Furcation click onto the Furc icon on the index tool bar. The Recording tools will 
change to show the numbers used to record the Furcation 

 

 
Furcation involvement 0 to 3 - degree of involvement. 
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Mobility 

 
 
To record Mobility click onto the Mob icon on the index tool bar. The Recording tools will 
change to show the numbers used to record the Mobility. 

 

 
Mobility is Recorded from 0 to 3. 
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Plaque and Bleeding  
To find out how to record for plaque and bleeding see the plaque and bleeding reference guide. 

 

Add Tooth Note  
To add a note about the tooth, Right Click on the Tooth and Select Tooth Note. 
 

How to Compare Charts 

Clicking onto the compare icon on the toolbar will enable the clinical user to 
launch the compare of two different charts.   
The charting dates for both charts are displayed in the periodontal toolbar 
with controls to move through the available exam dates. 

 
 

  

Warning Message 
The user will get a warning message on attempting to exit or navigate away from an unfinished charting 
session.  
 

 
 

If the chart is abandoned a dialog box will show for the user to enter the reason the chart was abandoned. 
When this is completed a note will be added to the patients’ clinical notes showing the reason. 
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Clinical Notes  

Whenever a Periodontal chart has been completed a note will be added you the patient’s clinical notes, for 
each of the different index that has been recorded. It will show who was logged onto R4 and who they were 
recording for if it isn’t the dentist or hygienist logged onto R4. 
 

 
 
 


